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Working Title: MIKHEL 
*Timer time starts at 00:00 
 
BLOCK ONE 
 
MIKE BERCHEM (00:42) It was supposed to be a business meeting, make a little 
money.  That's how it always started. It never ended like that. (00:47)  
 

NARRATION 
(00:53) It is the one-month anniversary of 9-11, but for 
58-year-old real estate developer, Meyer Muscatel, it's just 
another busy Thursday.  He calls his daughter to remind 
her of his late afternoon meeting with possible investors. 
(01:06) 

 
NARRATION 

(01:07) A devoutly religious man, Meyer runs a 
successful contracting company that remodels single-
family homes in the Los Angeles area. (01:15) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (01:16) He took pleasure in finding homes for people and also for 
helping people who were less fortunate than himself.  He did a lot of charitable work, and 
his dream was to put aside his business and devote himself to community outreach and 
charitable causes (01:28)  
 

NARRATION 
(00:33) In another part of the city, Meyer's potential 
investors make business plans of their own. (01:40) 
 

NARRATION 
(01:42) The next day, Meyer Muscatel's wife contacts the 
LAPD to file a missing persons report.  Meyer has not 
returned home or been in contact with his family. (01:52) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE  (01:53) When Meyer Muscatel didn't come home that night, they 
were immediately concerned.  It was not like him to go missing, so his wife knew that 
there was something wrong and decided to call the police right away. (02:01) 
 

NARRATION 
(02:03) However, Meyer has been in contact with his 
business partner, asking him to consolidate several bank 
accounts into one account. (02:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(02:11) He has also called his bank, attempting to transfer 
money to an account that does not belong to him. (02:16)  
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ROBERT DUGDALE  (02:17) The personal banker was really suspicious about this.  
She had never had such a request from Meyer who she had dealt with extensively.  So, 
she told Meyer Muscatel that if he wanted to do this transaction that he would have to 
personally show up at the bank in order to make it happen. (02:29) 
 

NARRATION 
(02:33) Two days later, police find Meyer's empty vehicle 
in a grocery store parking lot.  There is no sign of foul 
play and no leads. (02:41) 
 

NARRATION 
(02:48) The Muscatel family offers a reward for 
information leading to Meyer's whereabouts. (02:53) 
 

NARRATION 
(02:56) That same day, 300 miles north of Los Angeles, a 
family fishes on the banks of a deep man-made lake in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills not far from Yosemite. (03:09) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (03:11) There was a father who was out fishing with his young 
son on the New Melones Reservoir, and they had hooked their fishing line along the 
banks of the reservoir and went to retrieve it, and when they did, they found to their 
horror a body floating on the reservoir with its head wrapped in a garbage bag. (03:25) 
 

NARRATION 
(03:30) Detectives with the Calaveras County Sheriff's 
Department check the area for evidence, including the 
Parrotts Ferry Bridge nearby. (03:37) 

 
MIKE BERCHEM (03:38) On the bridge, they found a plastic tie, a puddle of blood, and 
then a bloody footprint. (03:44) 

 
NARRATION 

(03:45) An autopsy reveals that the blood on the bridge 
matches that of the victim.  The time of death is around 
October 12th or 13th but fingerprints don't match any on 
record and the identity of the body is unknown. (03:58) 
 

NARRATION 
(04:00) By early December, the whereabouts of Meyer 
Muscatel remains a mystery (04:05) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (04:06) The Muscatel family was really concerned, and she 
contacted the police about his disappearance, and what she was told is that this might be a 
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mid-life crisis and that he may have just gone off for a while.  But she knew that there 
was something more serious at work here. (04:17) 
 

NARRATION 
(04:22) It's 11:15 AM.  Los Angeles accountant Rita 
Pekler calls her husband to tell him she is on her way to 
meet a new client. (04:30) 
 

NARRATION 
(04:31) A Russian immigrant who came to the United 
States in 1978, Rita has built a successful accounting 
practice in West Hollywood. (04:39) 

 
MIKE BERCHEM (04:42) Most of Rita’s clientele were Russians because she knew the 
language, she was trusted by her own community. (04:48)  
 

NARRATION 
(04:57) Roman tries to reach his wife several times that 
afternoon. (05:00) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (05:01) According to Rita's husband, Rita would call him three or 
four times a day,  so he became suspicious when he did not hear from her at the end of 
the day and she didn't come home.  So, he drove by the office where she worked and no 
one was there. (05:13) 
 

NARRATION 
(05:14) Her husband hasn't heard from her, but one of her 
clients has.  That evening, she reaches 37-year-old George 
Safiev, a wealthy businessman and owner of Matador 
Media, a Santa Monica film company. (05:27)  
 

NARRATION 
(05:28) Rita asks Safiev to meet her that night, but he and 
his associate, Nick Kharabadze, are leaving for Moscow 
to promote a film project. (05:36)  
 

NARRATION 
(05:39) Just after 8:00 PM, Roman Khayumov finally gets 
the call he's been waiting for. (05:44)  

 
MIKE BERCHEM (05:45) Rita said to Roman, “Don't worry darling, I’ll be back very 
soon. I’ll explain everything to you.” So it sounded perfectly ok. And that was the last 
thing he ever heard from her. (05:58)  
 

NARRATION 
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(06:00) When Rita hasn't returned by morning, her 
husband notifies the Los Angeles Police Department. 
(06:04)  

 
MIKE BERCHEM (06:05) So, they told him they would file a report, but that he had to 
wait 72 hours because she's an adult, and, in the State of California, the law is that a 
person has to be missing for 72 hours before the police will take a report.  After three 
days, police called him, they showed up, and they went through the house. (06:22)  
 
ROMAN KHAYUMOV  (06:25) They went through my house, they took my computer. 
They checked everything out. They had to do whatever they needed to do. I knew I was 
under investigation as well. And I actually told them, I said “Look I had nothing to do 
with this.” Look somewhere else, I’m not guilty. I had nothing to do with this. (06:48)  
 

NARRATION 
(06:50) While the families of Meyer Muscatel and Rita 
Pekler await news of their loved ones, in North 
Hollywood, 35-year-old Alex Umansky is on his way to 
meet a prospective customer interested in his unique 
services. (07:05) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (07:07) Umansky owned a business called Hard Wired Auto 
Accessories, and the function of that business would be to trick-out high end cars with all 
sorts of fancy electronic gadgets like DVD players and cameras and what not.  And the 
business was really successful and doing well servicing a number of rich folks from Los 
Angeles, including a lot of celebrity clients. (07:25) 
 

NARRATION 
(07:26) Born in the Ukraine, Umansky is seven when he 
and his family immigrate to the United States. (07:32)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (07:33) His father Ruven told me Alex was very close to his family, was 
running the business, a fairly growing business, and his father was involved and as well 
as his brother. (07:43)  
 

NARRATION 
(07:49) Umansky picks up his client outside a local car 
dealership and follows his directions to the location of the 
automobiles. (07:57)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (08:04) He's led to the location where he thought the cars would be, and 
then a man leads him to a house. (08:07)  
 

NARRATION 
(08:13) The next morning, Umansky calls his brother, 
Michael.  He tells Michael that a fax will be sent to his 
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San Francisco home, and that he must follow its 
instructions without question. (08:23)  

 
NARRATION 

(08:26) In Los Angeles, Umansky’s father finds three 
faxes waiting at the office. (08:30)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (08:43) The fax referenced an invoice in the amount of $234, 628 
requesting that the money be wired to a bank in Dubai. (08:41)  
 

NARRATION 
(08:43) The family decides to go to the FBI.  Special 
Agents Louis Perez and Jim Davidson are assigned to the 
case. (08:51)  
 

NARRATION 
(08:52) Michael Umansky tells the agents that he has 
received five calls from Alex so far.  The number on his 
caller I.D., however, is not his brother’s cell phone. 
(09:01)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (09:02) Michael overheard some whispering in the background while 
talking to his brother in Russian about the call that would take place the next day. (09:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(09:12) The agents contact the phone company to trace the 
origin of the faxes.  They come from Russia, but the exact 
location is unknown. (09:20)  
 

NARRATION 
(09:23) Over the next two days, Alex telephones his 
brother several times. He begs Michael to take this 
seriously. (09:30) 
 

BLOCK TWO 
 

NARRATION 
(09:53) In Northern California, the Calaveras County 
Sheriff's department has been unable to identify a body 
pulled from the New Melones Reservoir in October, the 
victim of a violent murder. (10:06)  
 

NARRATION 
(10:10) In Los Angeles, three separate investigations look 
into the disappearances of real estate developer Meyer 
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Muscatel, financial consultant Rita Pekler, and car 
customizer Alex Umansky. (10:24)  
 

NARRATION 
(10:26) After receiving a ransom demand of over 
$200,000, the Umansky family contacts the FBI, and 
Special Agents Louis Perez and Jim Davidson are 
assigned to the case. (10:38)  

 
MIKE BERCHEM (10:40) The FBI strategy at this point is to prolong the negotiations as 
long as possible so that way they can find the victim. (10:46)  
 
LOUIS PEREZ (10:49) While we’re negotiating with the kidnappers, we have a team of 
investigators that are out covering leads that have been generated through phone analysis 
and other information that we’ve developed.  We initially start talking to a select group of 
employees at Alex's business to determine if Alex had maybe any enemies, somebody 
who might have wanted to kidnap him or hurt him. (11:16) 
 

NARRATION 
(11:20) The Umansky family wires $90,000 to a New 
York bank, which forwards it to an account in Dubai.  
Alex Umansky calls the same day to ask if the money has 
been sent. (11:31) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (11:33) During the investigation, during negotiations, we're working 
closely with the family.  There's some strategies are discussed so they know why we're 
making certain decisions -- the money transfers, the timing of the transfers. (11:46) 
 

NARRATION 
(11:47) After the 17th, the phone calls no longer come 
from Umansky, but from someone the FBI calls 'The 
Mediator'. (11:55)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (11:56) We believe the calls came from Russia.  We had some 
evidence of that.  The calls came in to the family, 'Where's the rest of the money?' (12:03) 
 
ROBERT DUGDALE (12:04) The Russian caller told Michael Umansky that if he didn't 
pay the rest of the ransom promptly that he was going to cut out Alex Umansky’s organs 
and sell them and that he was going to come after the rest of the Umansky family. (12:14) 
 

NARRATION 
(12:16) On December 27th, the Umansky family pays the 
remaining $145,000.  They do not hear from the 
kidnappers, the mediator, or Alex, again. (12:27) 
 

NARRATION 
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(12:28) With the hope that Alex is still alive, the 
investigation becomes a race against time.  Investigators 
find Umansky's Yukon truck at LA airport, stripped of its 
expensive electronics.  A surveillance camera shows it 
entering the lot on the night Alex was abducted, but the 
driver cannot be identified. (12:47) 
 

NARRATION 
(12:48) A check into Alex's bank accounts uncovers 
surveillance video of a man using Umansky's ATM card 
four hours after his abduction. (12:57)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (12:58) We saw what we believed to be a white Lincoln Navigator.  It 
seemed also to have some after-market rims.  We brought photographs of the vehicle to a 
dealership, and they confirmed that it was, in fact, the Navigator. (13:10)  
 

NARRATION 
(13:12) There are other trails to follow -- the faxes from 
Russia, the bank account in Dubai, and the calls Umansky 
made from a cell phone not his own. (13:21) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (13:23) The prepaid phone used in the Alex Umansky kidnapping was 
purchased the day before the kidnapping.  It was listed to a non-existent person, 
registered to an address in the valley, but the address was non-existent as well. (13:37) 
  
JIM DAVIDSON (13:40) While investigating the disappearance of Alex Umansky, we 
learned about another abduction and disappearance, which occurred approximately two 
weeks earlier -- Rita Pekler, a Russian-American businesswoman. (13:51) 
 
LOUIS PEREZ (13:52) Rita's husband hired a private investigator who looked at Rita's 
cell phone records and discovered a telephone number used by the client who was the last 
person that Rita had spoken to. (14:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(14:07) Agents Davidson and Perez speak to LA County 
Sheriff’s detectives handling the Pekler case.  They 
discover a possible link to the prepaid cell phone used by 
Umansky and the one used to contact Pekler before she 
disappeared. (14:22) 
 

NARRATION 
(14:25) According to Pekler's receptionist, a man who 
identified himself as Volodya came to see Rita two days 
before she disappeared. (14:34)  
 

NARRATION 



Crime Stories 8051 – The Russians are Killing  – As Produced Script   (AETN 71332)  8        
 

(14:35) Pekler was out of the office, so he made an 
appointment for the following day.  On December 4th, he 
called to cancel that appointment until the next day. 
(14:45)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (14:46) In Alex's kidnapping, the prepaid phone was registered to a 
nonexistent person, nonexistent address.  In the Rita Pekler kidnapping, the prepaid 
phone was registered to a very similar name and also to the same street, but also a 
nonexistent address.  It was an obvious link that the kidnappers of Alex were the same 
ones who kidnapped Rita. (15:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(15:12) Their whereabouts are still unknown, despite a 
ransom payment of over $230,000 by the Umansky 
family, traced to a bank account in the United Arab 
Emirates. (15:22)  
 

NARRATION 
(15:23) The account belongs to Andrei Agueev, a Russian 
national living in Dubai.  In December 2001 and January 
2002, Agueev and another Russian national, Andrei 
Liapine, make a number of major withdrawals. (15:38) 
 

NARRATION 
(15:39) FBI agents Perez and Davidson know the money 
is being laundered, but they don't know to whom.  
However, the bank in Dubai is cooperating fully, and the 
agents believe they have enough to arrest Agueev and 
Liapine. (15:52)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (15:53) They're being charged with receiving ransom proceeds and 
based on these charges, we requested the United Arab Emirates to arrest them and turn 
them over to us. (16:02)  
 

NARRATION 
(16:04) While the United States has no treaty with the 
UAE, the events of 9-11 help cut through international red 
tape. (16:12) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (16:13) I got a phone call in the middle of the night from the FBI 
stationed in Dubai telling me that the people I was looking for are in custody and that I 
should get to Dubai immediately.  I wouldn't be allowed to talk to them until they were 
released into my custody formally. (16:26)  
 

NARRATION 
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(16:28) Agents Perez and Davidson hope their journey to 
Dubai will bring them closer to those responsible for the 
disappearances of Pekler and Umansky.  What they don't 
know is that back in Los Angeles, another trap has already 
been set. (16:43)  
 

NARRATION 
(16:50) At Matador Media, another call comes in for Nick 
Kharabadze.  It's the same woman who phoned several 
days ago, identifying herself as 'Natalya from Moscow'. 
(17:00)  
. 

NARRATION 
(17:02) Kharabadze is a USC graduate, a talented sound 
editor on motion pictures such as 'Air Force One' and 'The 
Long Kiss Goodnight'. (07:10) 

 
VLADMIR KOZLOVSKY (17:11) Nick Kharabadze was a young kid, 27, who came to 
the United States from the former Soviet Georgia with is mother who was a famous 
Georgian actress. He was up and coming, Hollywood producer himself in the making, 
also a soundman. (17:36)  
 

NARRATION 
(17:28) Now, at 29, he's a creative partner in a fledgling 
film company with businessman George Safiev. (17:34) 

 
VLADMIR KOZLOVSKY (17:36) Safiev was a Russian millionaire who came to the 
States with a ton of money and wanted to make movies in Hollywood. (17:41) 
 

NARRATION 
(17:43) Safiev and Kharabadze have recently returned 
from a successful trip to Moscow. (17:48)  
 

NARRATION 
(17:49) Apparently, one of these women has followed 
Kharabadze to L.A.  Natalya from Moscow calls him 
several more times on his cell phone.  When he finally 
agrees to meet her, she gives him directions to a business 
in Sherman Oaks. (18:03) 
 

NARRATION 
(18:06)As he follows Natalya inside, he is unaware that he 
is about to step into his own worst nightmare. (18:13) 
 

BLOCK THREE 
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NARRATION 
(18:37) The investigation into the disappearance of 
contractor Meyer Muscatel has been at a stand still for 
months, but the FBI and LAPD believe that accountant 
Rita Pekler and car customizer Alex Umansky have been 
kidnapped by the same people. (18:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(19:00) In Sherman Oaks, 29-year-old film producer Nick 
Kharabadze encounters a woman he believes he met on a 
recent trip to Moscow and follows her inside a local 
business. (19:12)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (19:16) Natalya leads Nick into the location that appears to be a bar.  
There's a bar counter, a bartender, there's a pool table with two people playing pool.  
Natalya excuses herself out the back door.  At this point the weapons come out and Nick 
is detained.  (19:33)  
 

NARRATION 
(19:35) The men handcuff Nick and assure him he has 
nothing to fear.  It's not him they want, but a much bigger 
fish - his partner George Safiev. (19:44)  
 

NARRATION 
(19:48) The kidnappers force Kharabadze to call Safiev 
and lure him to the same address and the same trap.  They 
coerce Safiev to arrange his own ransom by writing a 
promissory note for $4 million dollars. (20:02) 
Jim Davidson (20:03) Essentially they had the same trap 
waiting for him. (20:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(20:08) That same day, Safiev calls his business manager 
in London to arrange the transfer of money from his 
Singapore bank account. (20:16) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (20:17) He was instructed by Safiev, his boss, to wire $969,000 to an 
account in Jamaica.  He didn't question it, and he made the transfer. (20:26) 
 

NARRATION 
(20:28) Later that night, in Los Angeles, an ATM 
surveillance camera records a man withdrawing $300 
from an account belonging to Kharabadze.  An hour later, 
the same man withdraws $1800 from various accounts 
belonging to Safiev. (20:44)  
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NARRATION 
(20:46) Four days later, an officer in Tuolumne County 
stops two vehicles 20 miles from the New Melones 
Reservoir in northern California.  He has seen the 1998 
Lincoln Navigator following the van too closely and 
suspects that the driver has been drinking. (21:03) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (21:04) There's several people inside the van and the car that was 
following the van.  He was satisfied with the answer that the person was following too 
closely because he didn't want to get lost and he let them go.  The usual protocol when a 
car is stopped is the officer runs the license plate through the dispatch and a log entry is 
made.  In this particular case, there were no holds on the vehicle, there were no apparent 
violations. (21:29) 
 

NARRATION 
(21:31) While the officer has no cause to hold the 
vehicles, his record of the stop will be a key clue in 
solving the case. (21:38)  
 

NARRATION 
(21:41) Back in Los Angeles, an associate of Rita Pekler 
tells county sheriff's detectives that two of her clients may 
also be missing, George Safiev and Nick Kharabadze. 
(21:51) 
 

NARRATION 
(21:53) Matador Media confirms that no one has seen the 
two men since Sunday, January 20th.  Both called to say 
they are in Las Vegas, but left no contact information, 
which is very unusual. (22:06)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (22:07) On January 25th, we learn that Nick Kharabadze and George 
Safiev had possibly been abducted and that they are clients of Rita Pekler.  We also learn 
that Pekler and Umansky were connected based on the cell phones that they used to 
contact their families. (22:20) 
 

NARRATION 
(22:24) The Eastern European community in Los Angeles 
is shocked by the news that the disappearance of four of 
their own may be the work of an organized kidnapping 
ring, possibly linked to the Russian mob. (22:35) 

 
VLADMIR KOZLOVSKY (22:37) By the end of the year, I started getting phone calls 
from Los Angeles to the effect that some visible members of the Russian community 
started disappearing one by one.  There was something wrong. (22:49)  
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NARRATION 
(22:52) Whoever is responsible has already received over 
$1.2 million dollars in ransom, wired to bank accounts 
around the world.  FBI agents Perez and Davidson follow 
the money trail to the United Arab Emirates and the bank 
account of a Russian businessman living in Dubai. (23:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(23:12) At the request of the FBI, Andrei Agueev and 
associate Andrei Liapine have been handed over to the 
agents, along with seized documents relating to the 
Umansky kidnapping. (23:23)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (23:24) We started talking to these two individuals who had received the 
ransom money in Dubai and they told us that they were asked by a former employer if he 
could use their bank account.  He was going to have $234,000 transferred there so he 
could establish his own business. (23:38) 
 
JIM DAVIDSON (23:39) These two people were very cooperative.  They were pawns 
actually, they had really no idea that there was a kidnapping behind the receipt of ransom 
proceeds. (23:48) 
 

NARRATION 
(23:49) The money launderers tell the agents that they 
were given specific instructions on how to disperse the 
money to various bank accounts. (23:57)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (23:58) So we started going through the documents that were seized at 
the time of their arrest.  On one of the documents there was the name Bank of America in 
Los Angeles that told us that the money was eventually coming home.  We found out the 
name of that account, and it was in a business name of Designed Water World. (24:16) 
 
JIM DAVIDSON (24:17) We called the office and asked them to find out who owns the 
account and this essentially was the big break in the case. (24:22) 
 

NARRATION 
(24:26) The fate of the kidnaped victims is still unknown, 
but Matador Media alerts detectives that Safiev's 
American Express card was used on January 24th to buy 
$8600 worth of video equipment from a New York 
electronics store. (24:42) 
 

NARRATION 
(24:44) On January 31st, a man identifying himself as 
Raul calls Safiev's business manager to demand more 
ransom.  The manager records the conversation and hears 
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Safiev's frightened voice in the background.  After the 
call, Raul faxes him another handwritten letter. (25:02) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (25:03) The note was written by Safiev.  It was a promissory note and it 
had Safiev's signature on it.  The bearer of the original note would be entitled to the $4 
million that was listed in the promissory note. (25:15) 
 

NARRATION 
(25:18) Meanwhile, the Bank of America provides 
investigators with information about one of their Los 
Angeles accounts. (25:25) 
 

NARRATION 
(25:27) It belongs to Designed Water World, a company 
that builds high-end aquariums for upscale clients.  Since 
early January, the account has received wire transfers of 
almost $40,000, originating from the ransom account in 
Dubai. (25:43)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (25:44) There was a phone number on there and an address and most 
importantly two names, Iouri Mikhel and Jurijus Kadamovas, and, with that, we were 
able to initiate surveillance. (25:47) 
 
LOUIS PEREZ (25:58) Surveillance on this investigation was labor intensive, 24 hours, 
seven days a week on several locations.  We utilized services of police departments, and 
we had over a hundred agents all participating in this surveillance. (26:10)  
 

NARRATION 
(26:12) Phone records reveal that Mikhel's home phone 
was used to make several calls in December to the man 
who arranged for the deposit of the Umansky ransom into 
the Dubai account. (26:22)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (26:23) We learned that Safiev's credit card had been used several days 
after his abduction to purchase photographical equipment from New York, and it was a 
fax of the credit card actually sent from Mikhel's house to the business in New York. 
(26:36)  
 

NARRATION 
(26:38) Investigators also discover that Mikhel's cell 
phone was used to call one number 14 times in the past 
few months - a cell phone belonging to Petro Krylov. 
(26:49) 

 
JIM DAVIDSON (26:50) When Umansky was kidnapped, we talked to a number of 
people including Krylov who was a former employee.  Krylov said that he had been to 
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the business the day that Alex Umansky was kidnapped on December 13th to see if Alex 
had any work for him, but that Alex wasn't there. (27:04) 
 

NARRATION 
(27:06) When asked who might want to harm Umansky, 
Krylov suggests an employee fired after a disagreement.  
When Agent Perez checks with Umansky's father, he 
learns that this particular employee still works for the 
company and that it was Krylov who was fired. (27:21) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (27:23) I learned from his employees that Alex was a little concerned 
about Krylov being in the business when Alex was not there.  He was concerned about 
Krylov stealing his clients. (27:34) 
 

NARRATION 
(27:35) Umansky's mother reports that prior to her son's 
kidnapping, she saw Krylov in his office with an 
unidentified man of Russian descent. (27:43)  
 

NARRATION 
(27:47) FBI agents are able to get a court order that 
authorizes a wiretap on Iouri Mikhel's home phone and 
intercepts a call between Mikhel and Petro Krylov. 
(27:57) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (27:59) During one of the intercepted calls, I learned that Krylov had 
been discussing his receipt of the ransom transfers. (28:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(28:08) Police also recognize the Lincoln Navigator 
caught on surveillance cameras at Umansky's bank.  They 
identify the owner Ainar Altmanis. (28:17) 
 

NARRATION 
(28:22) Investigators now have the identities of four 
possible suspects.  And one of them is about to blow this 
case out of the water. (28:30) 
 

BLOCK FOUR 
 

NARRATION 
(28:50) In Los Angeles, investigators have found a 
connection in the disappearances of four prominent 
business people from the city's Eastern European 
community. (29:00) 
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NARRATION 
(29:02) They have identified four suspects, also with 
Eastern European backgrounds -- Iouri Mikhel, Jurijus 
Kadamovas, Petro Krylov and Ainar Altmanis.  (29:15) 

 
JIM DAVIDSON (29:19) The surveillance team followed Altmanis into department 
stores and watched him come out with a bunch of merchandise.  He was essentially a 
shoplifter boosting merchandise up the coast to Santa Barbara, and this was important 
because, when it came time to do the arrest, we did not have enough for Altmanis on a 
federal charge, but we were able to arrest him on a state crime. (29:40) 
 
LOUIS PEREZ (29:43) There were indications in the phone conversations that we had 
intercepted that Mikhel and Kadamovas were getting impatient about waiting for the 
ransoms, and a comment was made about sending a photograph of an ear.  In addition, 
they were also talking about leaving the country.  At that point, we decided we had to 
move and make the arrest. (30:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(30:13) The combined operation of the FBI, LAPD and 
the LA County Sheriff's Office sweep in with federal 
warrants for the arrest of Mikhel, Kadamovas and Krylov, 
and a state warrant for Ainar Altmanis.  They also raid the 
premises of Designed Water World. (30:30) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (30:33) Designed Water World didn't look like any kind of 
aquarium business.  It looked more like a social club or bar.  It actually had a bar and a 
pool table and a couple of aquariums and it wasn't used to sell aquariums or fish, it was 
used as a place where the criminals could get together and plot their next kidnapping. 
(30:49) 
 

NARRATION 
(30:50) Investigators search for evidence, but they don't 
have to look far.  In Mikhel's house, they find handguns, 
rifles, flex ties, duct tape, stolen passports, sedatives, and 
a syringe.  They also find handcuffs with traces of Safiev 
and Kharabadze's DNA. (31:07) 

 
MIKE BERCHEM (31:09) They realized they found the mother load.  I mean there were 
things connecting all of these abductions.  They had bank statements, they had 
information profiles on all the victims.  That's a beautiful day in the world of 
investigations. (31:24) 
 
JIM DAVIDSON (31:25) One of the houses was vacant, in Kadamovas' name.  A couple 
of chairs, but in the garbage can was an envelope with the number to the prepaid cell 
phone that was used in the kidnapping of Alex Umansky. (31:36) 
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NARRATION 
(31:40) At Krylov's apartment, police find a map marking 
the location of Kharabadze's house that contains several 
fingerprints, including those of Kadamovas. (31:49) 
 

NARRATION 
(31:52) At the Altmanis residence, they find a stash of 
shoplifted property, including electronic equipment taken 
from Umansky's truck. (32:00) 
 

NARRATION 
(32:03) But the most startling evidence is yet to come.  
Suspect Ainar Altmanis wants to talk. (32:09) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (32:10) Altmanis talked right away, and he said he did so for two 
reasons.  First of all, he said he was deathly afraid of Mr. Mikhel and Mr. Kadamovas, 
the two people he had worked with, and wanted to make sure that his family was 
protected by the government.  And second, he talked because he said he felt guilty about 
what he had done. (32:25)  
 
JIM DAVIDSON (32:26) He was so ready to talk when he walked into the room that he 
sat down, he slapped his hand on to the table, moved his arm across and said, 'I know 
everything.' (32:34) 
 

NARRATION 
(32:37) For the next several days, Altmanis takes 
authorities through the grim details of a cold and 
calculating kidnapping plot. (32:45)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (32:46) One of the first questions we asked was, where the victims were 
and if they were still alive.  And he said, “No, they’re all dead.” (32:55)  
 

NARRATION 
(33:00) Surprisingly, the first victim is not known to FBI 
investigators, American-born real estate developer, Meyer 
Muscatel. (33:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(33:11) On October 11th, ringleader Iouri Mikhel lures 
Muscatel to his home on the pretense of arranging a real 
estate deal with a rich Russian friend.  His partners in 
crime, Kadamovas and Altmanis, wait for Muscatel 
inside. (33:26)  

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (33:27) Mr. Altmanis was hiding behind a door, and Mr. 
Kadamovas was inside.  They both jumped him along with Mr. Mikhel, they beat him, he 
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bled a little bit in the foyer area. There  they handcuffed him, they tied him up and they 
told him he had been kidnapped. (33:40) 
 

NARRATION 
(33:43) The men force Muscatel to contact his business 
partner and his bank, but he is unable to transfer money 
over the telephone. (33:50) 
 

NARRATION 
(33:55) Two days later, when Altmanis returns to 
Mikhel's residence, he sees Muscatel on the garage floor, 
hands tied and a plastic bag taped around his head. (34:05) 
 

NARRATION 
(34:08) While Altmanis cleans the room where they kept 
Muscatel a prisoner, Mikhel and Kadamovas drive to the 
New Melones Reservoir, 300 miles north of Los Angeles. 
(34:19) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (34:20) They were in the darkness parked near the bridge, and 
they were able to time when cars would pass the bridge and approach the bridge by 
spotting the headlights oncoming on the dark road.  And when they realized that they 
would have enough time and that no cars were approaching, they raced to the center of 
the bridge, they took Meyer Muscatel's body out of Mr. Kadamovas' van, they tied a 
weight to it and they threw it off that 300-foot bridge. (34:43) 
 
MIKE BERCHEM (34:47) The problem with the weight, it wasn't secured properly and 
probably came off on impact with the water.  The body floated to the surface a couple of 
days later and was discovered. (34:55)  
 

NARRATION 
(34:57) Five months after the body was first discovered, 
an autopsy confirms that the victim is 58-year-old 
contractor Meyer Muscatel. (35:06) 

 
MIKE BERCHEM (35:07) Everybody thinks with DNA and fingerprints you get an 
automatic match everywhere.  With this guy, he had no criminal record so there weren't 
any fingerprints on file and when someone shows up two hundred miles north, there's no 
reason to even look up there. (35:21) 
 
ROBERT DUGDALE  (35:22) From Mr. Muscatel's body, they found flex ties that were 
identical to the flex tie that was found on the bridge months earlier, as well flex ties that 
were found at Mr. Mikhel's residence.  In addition, they found a bloody footprint on the 
top of that bridge and that bloody print was consistent with a shoe that was found at Mr. 
Kadamovas' residence at the time he was arrested. (35:42) 
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NARRATION 
(35:46) The mystery of the body in the reservoir is finally 
solved.  Now, authorities want to know what happened to 
the other missing victims.  What they are about to find out 
is even more shocking.  (35:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(35:58) According to Altmanis, after Muscatel, the 
kidnappers set their sights on the real prize, millionaire 
businessman George Safiev, using Rita Pekler as bait. 
(36:09) 
 

NARRATION 
(36:11) Posing as a wealthy Russian interested in a piece 
of property, Kadamovas lures Pekler to a home he already 
owns. (36:18) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (36:19) Mikhel and Kadamovas had been scheming for months 
about ways to kidnap George Safiev and hold him for millions of dollars worth of 
ransom.  And the initial plan they came up with was to kidnap Rita Pekler to have her call 
George Safiev, to have her lure him to a location where Mikhel and Kadamovas could 
kidnap him. (36:36) 
 
MIKE BERCHEM (36:37) They convinced her if she could lure George Safiev over to 
the location, they would let her go, and unfortunately for Rita, both George Safiev and 
Nick Khadabadze were actually leaving the country that day. (36:51) 
 
LOUIS PEREZ (36:53) Rita was concerned that they weren’t going to let her go.  They 
assured her that they would and that they were just going to give her an injection of 
sedative so she would fall asleep and then she would wake up somewhere.  And instead, 
they killed her. (37:08) 
 

NARRATION 
(37:10) The kidnappers get together to choose their next 
victim. But they are simply killing time while they wait 
for Safiev’s return. (37:18)   
 

BLOCK FIVE 
 

NARRATION 
(37:40) The disappearance of five prominent Los Angeles 
business people has taken investigators to the New 
Melones reservoir in northern California. (37:50) 
 

NARRATION 
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(37:52) A body discovered there has been identified as 
missing real estate developer Meyer Muscatel.  (37:58) 
 

NARRATION 
(38:01) He is the first victim of a kidnapping plot that has 
also taken the life of Russian-born accountant Rita Pekler. 
(38:08) 
 

NARRATION 
(38:10) One of the kidnappers, Ainar Altmanis, has 
decided to turn state's evidence. (38:15)  
 

NARRATION 
(38:17) He tells authorities that with Pekler's murder and 
the gang's intended target George Safiev out of the 
country, gang member, Petro Krylov suggests Alex 
Umansky as their next victim. (38:29) 

 
JIM DAVIDSON (38:30) Krylov mentioned that he had a boss that he didn't like very 
much who fired him, who made a lot of money and Mikhel's eyes just lit up. (38:38) 
 

NARRATION 
(38:40) Krylov does the groundwork by going to 
Umansky's office and searching his computer for 
information about his business accounts. (38:47) 

 
LOUIS PEREZ (38:48) We were always curious about the amount of the Umansky 
ransom being $234,628, and then we learned through the accounts receivable that is how 
much money they were to get a couple days prior to him even being abducted. (39:02) 
 
ROBERT DUGDALE (39:07) Mikhel posed as a client who was interested in spending 
tens of thousands of dollars to outfit two cars with the fancy electronic gear that Mr. 
Umansky's business offered.  And he told Mr. Umansky that those cars were sitting at a 
garage located at Mr. Kadamovas' residence and that Mr. Umansky and himself should 
go there and check out the cars. (39:27) 
 
JIM DAVIDSON (39:30) Of course, there are no cars.  There waiting for him inside are 
Kadamovas and Altmanis.  They take him to the same room and tie him in the same chair 
that they previously held Pekler in. (39:41) 
 

NARRATION 
(39:43) Umansky is kept alive for several days while the 
kidnappers wait for a call confirming that the ransom has 
been paid.  Once they have the money, they have no more 
use for him. (39:57)  
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NARRATION 
(39:58) Despite promises and threats to his family, Alex 
Umansky has been dead for ten days when the final 
ransom is paid in late December. (40:06)  
 

NARRATION 
(40:09) With the success of the Umansky kidnapping, the 
gang now turns its attention back to George Safiev, who 
has returned from Moscow. (40:18) 
 

NARRATION 
(40:19) Like Pekler, Nick Kharabadze is just a pawn in 
their vicious game -- simply a means to an end. (40:24)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (40:26) That's when Natalya Solovyeva comes into play.  She calls the 
Matador office.  She claims to know Kharabadze and entices him to come and meet her.  
They then bring him into the Designed Water World and abduct him. (40:40) 
 

NARRATION 
(40:43) The kidnappers use Kharabadze to lure Safiev to 
Designed Water World on the afternoon of January 20th, 
2002. (40:51) 

 
JIM DAVIDSON (40:53) Essentially, they had the same trap waiting for him, although 
Altmanis actually overheard Safiev say that he realized that Nick was in trouble and was 
actually going there to help him. (41:01) 
 

NARRATION 
(41:05) Five days later, the defendants drive Kharabadze 
and Safiev to the New Melones Reservoir in Tuolumne 
County. (41:12)  

 
LOUIS PEREZ (41:16) We were able to figure out the exact time of when Safiev and 
Kharabadze were transported up to the lake because of the police stop that was done on 
January 25th.  There was a log entry by the dispatcher of the Navigator being stopped. 
(41:34) 
 

NARRATION 
(41:38) Now, investigators must make that trip 
themselves, as they attempt to recover the bodies of the 
victims from the cold waters of the New Melones 
Reservoir. (41:49)  

 
JIM DAVIDSON (41:50) We took our witness, Altmanis, to northern California, and we 
began to identify landmarks and then found the place where he believed the bodies were. 
(41:57) 
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NARRATION 

(42:00) The search is a combined effort involving the FBI 
and the two counties from both sides of the reservoir. 
(42:07)  

 
MIKE BERCHEM (42:08) We were in 300 and 320 feet of water.  So, we put a snagging 
devices down there.  We could see that the body moved, and then, as the body was 
coming up, it would be met by the divers. (42:18) 
 
ROMAN KHAYUMOV (42:19) They retrieved a female’s body. You know, it was beyond 
recognition. They had to go through dental records and they actually found out that it 
was Rita. (42:29) 
 

NARRATION 
(43:33) One by one, the bodies of Alex Umansky, Nick 
Kharabadze and George Safiev are also recovered from 
the depths of the reservoir that has been their resting place 
for more than two months. (43:46) 
 

NARRATION 
(42:48) Autopsies show that Kharabadze was strangled, 
while the other three victims died of asphyxiation. (42:53)  
 

NARRATION 
(42:58) In September 2006, Iouri Mikhel and Jurijus 
Kadamovas plead not guilt to conspiracy and hostage-
taking resulting in death. (43:07) 
 

NARRATION 
(43:08) Throughout the trial, Mikhel and Kadamovas 
show no sign of remorse, either for their victims, or the 
victims' families sitting in the courtroom.  Mikhel even 
takes the stand in his own defense. (43:20) 

 
ROBERT DUGDALE (43:21) Even though Mr. Mikhel didn't answer a single question 
on cross examination, I'm sure it didn't make any difference at all to those jurors who 
clearly saw through him.  And they saw that he was the same manipulative guy who had 
kidnapped those victims, who had lured them to locations using those lies and gotten 
them to do the things he wanted them to do. (43:40)  
 

NARRATION 
(43:42) Even behind bars Mikhel is the ringleader, using 
his power of persuasion and some of the ransom money to 
plot one more outrageous crime. (43:50) 
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ROBERT DUGDALE (43:52) In March of 2004, guards searched Mr. Mikhel’s cell, and 
inside they found a virtual hardware store. They found a 3-foot set of bolt cutters, wire 
clippers, every sort of tool that you can imagine that he could utilize to make his escape. 
They found cell phones that he used to communicate to the outside world. (44:09) 
 
JIM DAVIDSON (44:10) Behind the mirror, they found a large hole leading to the 
stairwell adjacent to the cell, a cell he was able to get assigned to him by manipulating 
the system. (44:18) 
 
ROBERT DUGDALE (44:19) They even found a video camera that Mr. Mikhel had 
stashed away in order to video tape his escape. (44:24) 
 

NARRATION 
(44:25) But with his escape plan foiled, Mikhel’s luck has 
run out. (42:29) 
 

NARRATION 
(44:32) In January 2007, Mikhel and Kadamovas are 
found guilty on three counts of hostage-taking resulting in 
death.  Two months later, they are condemned to die. 
(44:44) 

 
VLADMIR KOZLOVSKY (44:45) It takes an average 20 years in California to meet 
your maker after you are sentenced to death, so they’ll probably be in jail for a long time 
and die of natural causes. (44:57) 
 

NARRATION 
(44:58) Petro Krylov is also found guilty, but avoids the 
death penalty by convincing the jury that he acted under 
duress after Mikhel and Kadamovas threatened to kill his 
family. (45:10) 
 

NARRATION 
(45:11) Ainar Altmanis receives 23 years in federal 
prison, based on his willingness to turn state's evidence.  
Natalya Solovyeva is sentenced to 15 years for her role in 
a plot that would likely have continued if the perpetrators 
had not been caught. (45:27) 

 
VLADMIR KOZLOVSKY (45:28) This crime was the baddest and the bloodiest in the 
history of Russian crime in America. (45:32) 
 
MIKE BERCHEM (45:33) Mikhel and Kadamovas were everybody's worst nightmare.  
They were charismatic, very business-like.  As soon as you got close to them, you ended 
up with a flex cuff around your neck and thrown 170 feet into the New Melones 
reservoir.  They are the worst of the worst bad, bad guys. (45:47) 



Crime Stories 8051 – The Russians are Killing  – As Produced Script   (AETN 71332)  23        
 

 
JIM DAVIDSON (45:48) During the kidnapping of Kharabadze and Safiev, one of their 
accomplices asked Kadamovas, 'How long are you planning on doing this?'.  And his 
answer was, “Until we have $50 million in the bank, our own jet, or until the bodies 
break the surface of the reservoir.” (46:03) 
 
ROBERT DUGDALE (46:04) This is the way I would describe Mr. Mikhel and Mr. 
Kadamovas.  They were like sharks, who smell blood in the water.  They targeted people 
who had money and when they realized that they had money and they had them in their 
sights, they went after them in the most cold-blooded and vicious way imaginable. 
(46:24) 
 
CLOSING  
 
 


